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- Ex-CIA Ageni Fdicin Wilson

Lured From Libya, Arrested

By Joanne Omany
Veashtmiton Pest xitat! Wrlter
Federal agents arvested  fugitive
ex-CIA agent Bdwin P. Wilkon as he
stepped from a plane in New York
City yesterday, closing what one law
entorcement ofticial called “a spi-
der's web” around the man charged
with aiding terrorists worldwide.
Looking disheveled but stote after
a night of. travel from Kurope and
the Dominican Republic, Wilson was
ordered held in liew of 820 million
bond at government request. un
amount the judge said was unprec-
- edented. )
Wilson, 53. had been a fugitive
since April, 1980, when he and Fran-
cis k. Terpil, another former CIA

agent, were indicted in Washington
on charzes of providing Libvan dic-
ttor Muammar Qaddafi with explo.

sives, terrorist training and assossi-

nution services.

Terpil remains ai large. and was

last reported living in Beirut, The
two atlegedly used their CIA connec-
tions to set up an international arms
busittess in the early 1970s. suppiy-
ing terrorists and government clients
with explosives, terrorist  training

and digital timers built to explide a

vear or more after placement.

They reportedly recruited former
Green Beret soldiers to do their
traiming in Libya, and Wilson was
called the boss of former Green
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Beret Eugene Tafoya, who was charged with the

attempted murder of a Libyan student in.Color- ‘

ado lest year. r , _ o

Wilson had been living .in a luxurious villa out-
side Tripoli as an adviser to Qaddafi for the past
year, and was tricked into leaving the country by
“a large covert operation” that “went absolutely
perfectly,” according to a knowledgzeable law en-
forcement official here, - oo

“He thought he was leaving permanently,” the

official said. “He was led to -believe he was going -

to & safe haven, and in fact he was being led into a
gpider’s web.” Justice - Department spokesman
dJohn Russell confirmed that account. '

- Attorney General William French Smith ‘an-

nounced the arrest, calling Wilson “a*major fugi-

AN

tive from justice” and prasing the U.S. Marshals -

Service for “an outstanding investigative effort.”

Wilson left Libya Monday, traveling on a false
Irish passport under the name Philip McCormick,

the Justice Department said. He made two stops
in Europe before arriving around 5 a.m. yesterdad

i the Dominican Republic, where airport author- -

ities had been warned that he was coming,.
“He was under surveillance the whole time,” the
iaw enforcement official said, adding that to name

the European countries would endanger agents.

there. -

Jeff Harris, a deputy associate attorney general,
enid Dominican authorities told Wilson in customs
that his papers were insufficients to enter the
country. . / ‘

They heid him in a secure area, then put him

on @ nonstop, regularly scheduled tlight to New ™

York, telling him his destination

just five minutes
hefore the plane tuok off. :

- “He told the Dominicans he didn't have a visa

“for the United States,” Harris said. “They told

~ him be didn’t have to worry about that” 7 .
+ Two federal agents were on the plane by pre-
.

‘years.

“recluced conspiracy charge. -

. !
arrangement, but Wilson was not arrested until
the plane landed at Kennedy International Air-
port in New York, Smith said. -

At the arraignment in U.S. District Court in
Brooklyn, the 6-foot-4 Wilson stood impassively
as federal prosecutor E. Lawrence Barcella de-

scribed him as a “very intelligent and very ye- |

sourceful” man with “tremendous access tc. |
_wealth” and 20 years’ experience in intelligence

work,

" Bail of $500,000 set at the time'of indictment |

would be inadequaté, Barcella said, given Wilson's
2,400-acre farm near Upperville in Fauquier
County, Va,, and two million-dollar properties in
England. ~ o
The prosecutor revealed for the first time that

* he had spoken with Wilson once in person and at

other times on the telephone in the pust two

The law enforcement source said that the Jus-
tice Department would consider reducing charges
against Wilson, “as is done in any case,” in return

for useful information, provided it iy well-

corroborated. “He surely knows a lot,” the vource

“said.

" Douglas M. Schlachter Sr., a third ex-ayent
charged in 1980, surendered last voar, offering
cooperation. He pleaded guilty in February to a

“The House Intelligence Committee is investi-
gating possible links between Wilson and Terpil
and CIA agents who might have had contact with
them in the 1970s. '

The CIA repeatediy has denied any official in- !

volvement with the mew’s operation, disciplining
two employes it said had dealt secretly with the
pair.

- A bail hearing and a proceeding to remove Wil 1

son to Washington ave set for today.

Special correspondent Jerry Capeci contrib-
uted to this articlo,
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